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1. Introduction  

 

1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared jointly by Castle 

Point Borough Council (CPBC) and Essex & Suffolk Water in relation to the Castle 

Point Local Plan (known as the Castle Point Plan). 

 

1.2 The purpose of this SoCG is to set out the areas of agreement and any outstanding 

matters between the parties, in accordance with the requirements of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, paragraph 28) and the Planning Practice 

Guidance. 

 

1.3 CPBC has fully engaged with Essex & Suffolk Water on the development of the 

Castle Point Plan from the outset with regards its role as statutory consultee. 

 

1.4 In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 

Regulations 2012, Essex & Suffolk Water has been formally consulted at Regulation 

18 and 19 stages of consultation.  

 

1.5 This SoCG identifies the matters on which CPBC and Essex & Suffolk Water are 

agreed, as well as any areas where differences remain. 

 

2. Strategic Matters 

 

2.1  Essex & Suffolk Water and CPBC agree and work collaboratively on Castle Point  

Plan policies SP3, SD9 and employment land policies 

 

3. Areas of Agreement (Common Ground) 

 

3.1 Essex & Suffolk Water submitted representations to the Castle Point Plan during the 
Regulation 19 Draft Consultation (August to September 2025) on 25th September 
2025. Essex & Suffolk Water confirmed their position during the further consultation 
(October to December 2025). 
 

3.2 Essex & Suffolk Water welcomes the overall content and vision of the Local Plan and 
commend the Council on reaching this detailed stage of development. Both parties 
acknowledge the importance of water resources, supply and demand forecasting 
and water efficiency and look forward to future engagement as the Castle Point 
Local Plan progresses. 

 

3.3 The entries in the table below set out the agreed modifications to the Castle Point 
Plan, which therefore resolve all of the representations from Essex & Suffolk Water. 
All of the modifications in this SoCG have been included in the Council’s Schedule of 
Modifications   
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4. Areas Without Agreement (Uncommon Ground) 

 

4.1 There are no areas without agreement.  

 

5. Ongoing Cooperation 

 

5.1 CPBC will continue to work cooperatively with Essex & Suffolk Water throughout the 

examination of the Castle Point Plan and through the latter body’s functions as both a 

statutory undertaker in the provision of water supply services and in being a statutory 

consultee for plan making and planning applications.  
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Name and Position:  Ian Butt – Director of Place and Communities 
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