By the middle of this century the north of
the wood was managed differently to the'
south,

In the north all trees including standards
were felled in the 1930's so today there is
vigorous coppice and few standards.
In the south the standard trees were
left so today there are many old oaks
but the

- meis

poor.

The waymarked walk staris at Rayleigh Road, Thundersley
in the woodland with many oaks. The broad bank is
reputed to have been built during the second world war.

A large beech tree to the left is unusual, beech are not
thought to accur naturally in south-east Essex and this tree
may have been planted at the end of the last century.

The modern Prittle Brook is canalised as it flows through
the wood, in the past it was probably an ill defined swamp,
the remains of which survive in the pools beside the
stream.

Actoss the stream the path climbs up the hill and the trees
change from willow to hombeam, oak, sweet chestnut and
birch on the hill top. Here there are few standard trees but
the coppice is vigorous.

The woodland on the hill top bordering the Deanes School
was devastated by the great storm of October 1987,
Much of the sweet chestnut coppice was uprooted leaving a

tangled landscane of eraters and fallen trees.
Heather had become scarce in the dense shade but is
now likely to bloom agein 2= more fight reaches the
wood flaor,

Descending the hill there is an old banked lane on the left
between the wood and farmland. The distant landscape of
wooded hilltops with
farmland and subwibia in
the valleys is typical of
south-east Essex.

Bt the base of the hill the path crosses a bank
which marks the parish .
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itional form of

woodland management when trees are cut down,

allowed to re-grow, then cut down again every

10-30 years.

EST
WWOOD
WALK SIX

EST WOOD extends from the high ground of
Dawes Heath down to the valley of the Prittle

Brook.

the Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral and was managed as a
traditional management but also of the changing soil
West Wood is owned by the Church Commissioners
and leased by Castle Point District Council. There is
free access through the wood and a woodland walk has
been waymarked. Cottage Plantation is privately owned

conditions from valley floor to hill top.

For at least two hundred years the wood belonged to
The modern wood shows the influence not only of this

coppice woodland. Coppicing is a trad
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